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The phrase "School times are the best times of life" resonates with countless individuals, evoking a strong sense of nostalgia 
and fondness. These words often remind adults of a time when life was simpler, and they navigated their formative years in the 
educational cocoon of school. 

In a world marked by increasing strife and complexities, school times are a precious refuge of comfort. These years when we 
students begin to explore the world and ourselves, are often called the best times of life. The innocence, friendships, learning 
experiences, support, and traditions create a unique and unforgettable chapter in our lives. 

School life uniquely combines learning, growth, and unforgettable experiences. It is an indispensable part of our lives where 
we build the foundation of our personality and cultivate lifelong friendships. School life is also a treasure trove of life lessons. 
The discipline and punctuality taught in school are values that guide us throughout life. The experience of handling peer 
pressure, dealing with failures, and learning to persevere, shapes our character and prepares us for future challenges. The first 
day at school is unforgettable. The new uniform, bag, and shoes, all hold a special place in our hearts. It's a mix of excitement 
and nervousness. Annual days, sports days, activities, trips, and festivals bring joy. The preparations, participation, and 
celebrations create unforgettable moments.  “School may be hard and annoying. But we will miss it when it ends!” This is a 
phrase one commonly hears from senior students. 

The ones who need a special mention in making every child's school life memorable with discipline are the teachers. Without 
them, going to school would have no meaning. 

In conclusion, school life is a mosaic of memorable moments, both big and small. From academic achievements to social 
interactions and life lessons, these experiences play a pivotal role in shaping our personalities. As we look back, these 
moments not only bring a smile to our faces but also remind us of our journey of growth and learning. And on the last day of 
school, even though the bag only has an I-card and a water bottle, it feels the heaviest.

While life moves forward, the memories of school times remain an enduring source of joy and a testament to the fact that 
indeed, school times are the best times of life.

By the Editorial team

Good students always aspire,
With their zeal, they inspire;

They ask questions when they do not understand,
To their classmates, they provide a helping hand. 

Along with studies, they have fun too,
But they behave well, and that is true. 

Good students are kind and polite,
They always tend to do what is right. 

They are a delight to have in class,
Expectations from teachers and students, they surpass. 

They are sincere and helpful too, 
The best example of them is you!

Submitted by Nishaad Bhat
Std. 10, DSRVM

WHAT MAKES A GOOD STUDENT?



STRENGTHENING BONDS: A STUDENT'S GUIDE TO
BUILDING A POSITIVE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.

Creating a positive and inclusive school community is not just 
a responsibility of teachers and administrators; we students, 
too, play a crucial role in shaping a harmonious environment. 
Here are five key tips for students to contribute to building a 
positive community in school: 

• Firstly, practice kindness and empathy. Simple acts of 
compassion can create a welcoming atmosphere where 
everyone feels valued. 

• Secondly, embrace diversity. Celebrate the differences 
in culture, interests, and abilities among your peers, 
fostering an environment of acceptance. 

• Thirdly, promote open communication. Listen actively, 
express your thoughts respectfully, and resolve conflicts 
peacefully, ensuring that everyone's voice is heard. 

• Additionally, encourage teamwork and collaboration. 
Working together on projects enhances problem-solving 
skills and strengthens friendships. 

• Lastly, support one another. Be there for your classmates 
during challenges, celebrate their achievements, and 
create a culture of encouragement. 

By following these guidelines, we can actively contribute to 
building a positive and supportive school community, 
enriching the educational experience for everyone.

Submitted by Amaan Shah
Grade 8, BCISW

Being a teacher is one of the most difficult roles to be played. 
As students, we may not always fully grasp the commitment 
of our teachers. Now when the responsibility fell on us class 
10 students to play the role of the Teacher on Teachers' Day, 
we understood better.

Teaching for thirty minutes seemed to be like an hour. 
Standing on the other side of the benches, addressing the 
class, and making sure the students understood the 
concepts was challenging. Of course, checking if they were 
gulping food from under their desk was a difficult task.

We taught a range of subjects, Hindi, English, Math, French, 
Science, Sanskrit, and even Marathi, which is considered to 
be a less engaging subject. However, we made learning 
concepts easy by sharing some of the strategies we used. All 
of us enjoyed getting dressed as a 'student teacher'.

In the end, we understood the amount of dedication and hard 
work our teachers put in so that we can pass the exams with 
flying colors. This is one of the most memorable experiences 
of the school activity in my life.

I will dedicate this quote to my teachers - “Even Though
You Are Far, You Will Always Be My Pole Star”.

Submitted by S. Shria Bonaventure
Grade 10, DSRISM

“The more freedom we want to enjoy, the greater the 
responsibility we need to bear”, is a famous quote by Oscar 
Arias. In simple words this means we all want to be 
independent and free to do what we want; however, we 
cannot deny the fact that Responsibility is the reflection of 
freedom. 

If we take a simple case when children leave their parent’s 
house, they think that they have gained freedom until they 
have to face the reality of paying taxes, and bills, and fulfilling 
their duties. This is why we shouldn’t take the life of comfort 
we lead with our parents for granted.  We haven’t faced real 
problems; that’s why the life we are living today is real 
freedom where we don’t have to worry about our future. 

Submitted by Advika Kulkarni 
Class 8, DSRVM

FREEDOM: IS IT A BOON?

MY MOST MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE
IN SCHOOL 

DEFINITION OF A GOOD STUDENT -
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND BEYOND 

Many people believe that a good student is a straight-A 
student who aces every test, submits assignments on time, 
and participates in class. But is a student's role bound within 
the boundaries of the classroom?

Being a good student is not about being at the top of the 
class. It's a journey of finding the right balance between the 
fun and the boring, between school and extracurriculars and 
most importantly it's about growing. Good students are the 
ones who are well-mannered and have virtues that set them 
apart. They are unafraid to ask questions. They are willing to 
think outside the box. They work well with others and 
contribute all they can. Good students are self-disciplined, 
and open-minded, and learn from their mistakes. Being a 
good student involves nurturing curiosity, embracing 
empathy, and achieving a balance.

A good student is not limited by the boundaries of the 
classroom but knows how to think beyond it. And while there 
is no textbook definition of a 'good student' everyone can 
set an example through hard work and determination, 
creating a definition unique to themselves. 

Submitted by Diya Soni
Grade 9, BCISE

One of the most memorable events in school for me is the 
one that took place recently - the Annual Cultural Day which 
we fondly call 'Crescendo'. The Annual Day is an event that is 
eagerly anticipated from the start of the school year. It is a day 
that allows us to showcase our talents and creativity.

The heart of the event was the beautifully scripted 
performances. We practiced for weeks, memorized the lines, 
and rehearsed tirelessly. It was a chance to step into different 
roles, to become actors, and to convey meaningful stories to 
the audience. Through the dances, songs, and skits we truly 
let the BCGIAN inside us come out. It was a time when our 
hard work and dedication paid off. We poured our hearts into 
these performances, using movement and melody to 
express our emotions and cultural diversity.

The Annual Day isn't just a show; it's an 
opportunity for us to grow. It builds our 
confidence, teaches us teamwork, and nurtures 

our passion for the arts. Most importantly, 
it's a day of joy, celebration, and the creation 

of lifelong memories.

Submitted by Tritiya Khedekar
Grade 8, BCISW

CRESCENDO – A FUN-FILLED AND
MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE
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DID YOU KNOW...

'Plastic' is a serious global challenge faced by the world 
because people often don't know how to dispose of plastics 
correctly. Our school has taken up a project to recycle 
plastic and tetra paks and contribute to mitigate this 
problem. 

Students and teachers from classes 6 - 10 bring clean, used 
tetra paks and plastic waste from home.  They either 
deposit these in designated cartons twice a week (on 
Monday and Thursday), or the council members collect 
them by going to each class.  This waste is then transported 
to an industry that specializes in recycling and transforming 
it into durable furniture like school benches. These benches 
are subsequently donated to schools in villages. Last year, 
we collected 8000+ tetra paks and donated 10 recycled 
school benches to a school for the underprivileged. 

This is a very noble task as not only are we reducing plastic 
waste from our environment, we are also giving back 
tangible and useful items to the underprivileged. Through 
this project we have been able to offer a helping hand and 
bring smiles to many faces. 

This project has made us, students, and our families aware of 
the ways of handling plastic waste. It has also encouraged us 
to become good citizens of our country because the 
government alone cannot fight the plastic menace. We, as 
educated and enlightened citizens need to take steps in 
protecting our environment.

Submitted by Hindavi Vishwasrao 
Std 9, BCSE

TETRA PAK PROJECT

The first struggle for independence occurred in 1857, famously called the Sepoy Mutiny or the Indian
Rebellion of 1857.

At the time of independence, India did not have an official national anthem. The song ‘Bharoto
Bhagyo Bidhata’ composed in 1911 by Rabindranath Tagore was renamed ‘Jan Gan Man’ and
adopted by the Constituent Assembly of India as the National Anthem on January 24, 1950.

The Karnataka Khadi Gramodyoga Samyukta Sangha (KKGSS), located in Dharwad, Karnataka, has
the authority to manufacture and supply the Indian flag.

The top band of saffron colour represents the strength and courage of the country, the middle band
of white colour with Dharma Chakra indicates peace and truth while the last band of green colour
shows fertility, growth and auspiciousness of the land.

The Indian flag was designed by Pingali Venkayya, an Indian freedom fighter.
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"Think again" your mind speaks
A million times similar thoughts
It sneaks in asking "Should I?”

It seeps in asking “Why?"
Think again, Try again.

Once again, repeating questions
"Should I or should I not?"

What is happening? 
You do not understand.

Procrastinating for days that follow
Is this worth it or is it not? 

In this web, you are caught

I want to be free
I'll start listening to me
I'll be the one to lead
I'm going to be free.

Submitted by Taneesha Sukhwal
Class 9, DSRISB

FREEDOM FROM PROCRASTINATION

MY MOST MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE -
AN UNFORGETTABLE TRIP

As it is rightly said, "Life was meant for great adventures and 
close friends." And I had a similar experience when we, the 
students of std. 10, were taken on an unforgettable journey a 
fortnight ago - our last overnight camp from school. It was 
truly the best camping experience.

We arrived at school brimming with excitement and high 
spirits, eager to reach the campsite as soon as possible. After 
reaching the campsite, we were asked to have breakfast and 
then our rooms were allotted. As the day progressed, we 
participated in various activities like rappelling, rock 
climbing, archery, and zip line. We also took part in group 
activities including mind games that taught us the value of 
working together as a team to achieve our goals. The 
activities in the camp were extremely gratifying and 
enjoyable. We returned to school on the third day, with sad 
faces! I came back with fond memories that I shall treasure 
forever.

Submitted by Dia Surati
Std. 10, DSRVM

Memories! They are the moments that are etched into the 
framework of my treasure box - my mind. Why a treasure box? 
Because it stores some of my core memories filled with 
laughter, joy, sorrow, and nervousness.

I'd like to unravel some of my most unforgettable experiences 
that have tuned my school life into a playful melody. Learning 
more about festivals and celebrating important days like 
Republic Day and Independence Day are heartfelt moments 
that helped me build a bond with my friends. 

The memory that I cherish the most, is the trip to 'Monteria 
Village'. The rain - dance, the swimming pool and the music 
were just perfect for us to enjoy to our heart's content. I really 
enjoyed the pool, the fun, crazy jokes and of course the bus 
ride was the most boisterous. I feel grateful to have created 
some of the most exciting memories of my life and look 
forward to making many more before passing out of school.

Submitted by Heer Parmar
Grade 9, BCISE

MY FAVORITE MEMORY
IN SCHOOL 

Good students have a mix of certain qualities, that 
transcend beyond the classroom. They not only excel in 
academics but also in other activities in various fields. They 
have a keen curiosity and seek out more information 
constantly. They participate in activities. They ask questions 
and look for solutions with determination. These students 
put in effort and are consistent with their work. For them, 
challenges are welcomed as chances for development, 
while failure is used as a stepping stone towards 
achievement. They interact with others and think creatively 
while solving issues. Good students are not a rare find. We 
just need to look at what makes each one of us unique and 
good. 

My thoughts in the form of a poem - 
They ask questions freely, curiosity unbound
Seeking answers in silence that surrounds
A good student's journey is marked by their passion 
profound. 

Submitted by Mehreen Malik
Grade 7, VBSIS

WHAT MAKES A GOOD STUDENT



4. Did you know? 
APJ Abdul Kalam used to sell newspapers on the streets of Rameshwaram, his hometown, to pay his school fees. From
selling newspapers to becoming a reputed scientist and India's President, he was all about hard work and diligence.

2. Did you know? 
When Thomas Edison was developing the first practical light bulb, not everyone was impressed and
claimed this idea to be fake and fictional. 

3. Did you Know? 
Former President Ram Nath Kovind's daughter, Swati Kovind, worked in Air India as a cabin crew without
even the authorities knowing that she is the honorable President's daughter. 

Here are a series of seemingly nonsensical phrases or words. Your task is to decipher the word/phrase and guess the correct 
word or phrase that each gibberish represents.

1. MEREORE SEFLIE 
2. ABPILL CHOOSE 
3. MEWSEEC TEA SHORE 
4. HAZE SEARAY
5. GROUP MISS ITCH
6. HUHVERB BOARDUH
7. EYES SCREAMS HAND WHICH 
8. OUT TOURS PORTS

GUESS THE GIBBERISH

5.  Group Message 
6.  Hoverboard 
7.  Ice-cream Sandwich
8.  Outdoor Sports  

1.  Mirror Selfie 
2.  Apple Juice 
3.  Music Teacher 
4.  Hey Siri

Here are a series of words related to Independence Day with their letters jumbled up. Your task is to unscramble the letters and 
guess the correct word they form.

1. mfodeer 
2. cneeeendpind  
3. glfa 
4. tishgr
5. tyilibsinopser 
6. iybrlte 
7. icecraisf
8. brteeaelc 

WORD SCRAMBLE 

5. Responsibility 
6. Liberty 
7. Sacrifice 
8. Celebrate 

1.   Freedom 
2.  Independence 
3.  Flag 
4.  Rights 

HOW TO BE A GOOD STUDENT

How to be a good student? A question asked by one and all.
According to me, these are some qualities that make us good 
students.

• Self-discipline: a must in our lives

• Obedience: following all school rules and instructions 
given by teachers

• Punctuality: being punctual not only in coming to school 
but also in submitting all assignments

• Being a Team player: participating in group activities and 
discussions, and not holding grudges if someone 
disagrees with us

• Responsibility: understanding our responsibility 
towards studies

Submitted by Ira Dipen Mamtora
Std. 6, DSRB

There are various ways to describe a good student. Some 
commonly associated terms are working hard, submitting 
work on time, actively participating in class, and achieving 
good grades.

However, it is not enough to score good grades. What is 
important is a good attitude. In fact, good behavior is 
appreciated throughout one's life as people do not 
remember the marks scored but rather a student's 
mannerisms and good behavior. 

A good student has the courage to speak the truth and take a 
stand for the truth. He/she is humble and respects people 
and our country. A good student is also one who can work in a 
group, motivate others, and be productive. Being sensitive, 
helpful, cooperative, and friendly are all the traits of a good 
student, that help him/her to become a great team player and 
a leader, over time.

Submitted by Soumyaa Nair
Std. 7, VBSV

WHAT MAKES A GOOD STUDENT

How would you feel if classes didn't go on those fun and 
interesting excursions? A year of studying would be 
monotonous in the classroom! Excursions are a way to get a 
vacation from studying, while still learning new things as 
students. 

We, students, lost our individuality and our capacity for 
social interaction during the lockdown. However, when our 
school reopened, a trip to Imagica was planned. My friends 
and I mustered the courage to approach our parents for 
permission, and even though they were hesitant to say yes, 
they eventually gave us permission. 

We already had the map of Imagica in our minds, and we 
planned out our schedule for the day. When the day came, 
we marched into our yellow buses which buzzed with 

excitement throughout our ride. According to our plan, our 
first stop was the main attraction - the Scream Machine which 
resembled a hammer and offered a stunning view of the 
entire park. Although it was not yet lunchtime, we grabbed an 
ice cream as we started feeling hungry. We then proceeded 
to the second most well-liked ride, Rajasaurus, which had an 
80-degree drop and a splash of cold water. 

While on a beautiful journey, we students never get tired. At 
the end of the day, we gathered around the seats to 
exchange some eerie tales with jump scares that resulted in 
a bus full of screaming students. 

Submitted by Aamina Batliwala
Grade 8, BCISW

MY MOST MEMORABLE TRIP IN SCHOOL

FIVE WAYS STUDENTS CAN FOSTER A SUPPORTIVE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Building a positive community in school is essential for a 
supportive and nurturing learning environment. Here are 
tips for us students, to contribute to this:

• Kindness and Respect: Treat fellow students, 
teachers, and school staff with kindness and respect. 
Simple acts of politeness can go a long way in creating 
a harmonious atmosphere.

• Inclusivity: Embrace diversity and inclusivity by making 
an effort to befriend students from different 
backgrounds.

• Effective Communication: Encourage open and 
honest communication. If issues arise, discuss them 

respectfully and seek solutions that benefit all.

• Supportive Attitude: Be there for your peers during 
challenging times. Offering help or a listening ear can 
make a significant difference in someone's life.

• Engagement in School Activities: Participate in 
extracurricular activities and school events. Active 
involvement not only enhances your experience but 
also strengthens the school's sense of togetherness.

Submitted by Yohaan Panjari
Grade 6, DSRISB



In a world marked by rapid change, and complex social 
chal lenges, the concepts of empowerment and 
engagement have taken center stage. As rightly said by 
Maya Angelou, ‘I can be changed by what happens to me. 
But I refuse to be reduced by it”. You can’t control what 
obstacles life throws at you but you can control your 
decisions. Sometimes all we need is a reminder. 

Empowerment and engagement are interrelated; 
empowerment is the fuel and engagement is the fire. 
Children’s minds are untouched by the world’s negative 
influences. Thus, in giving them a chance to express their 
opinions, we obtain a fresh perspective on today’s conflicts 
and motivate thousands of other young minds to do the 
same.

A shining example of a child's impact on the world is 

Samantha Smith. At the age of 10, she bridged Cold War 
tensions between the United States and Russia with a letter 
advocating peaceful coexistence, published in a Soviet 
newspaper. Samantha's accomplishments were celebrated 
both in her hometown of Maine and in Russia, where a 
monument was erected in her honor. Her words transcended 
cultural and geopolitical divides, leaving an enduring legacy 
for generations to come. 

Reference: 
• Watson, Nessim. "Samantha Smith". Encyclopedia 

Britannica, 14 Sep. 2023.
• https://www.britannica.com/biography/Samantha- 

Smith. Accessed 2 November 2023.
• Reference links: Samantha Smith | Peace 

Activist, Actress & Child Advocate | Britannica

INTERESTING READ

RIDDLES

1. What 5-letter word becomes shorter when you add 2 letters to it?
    
2. If you've got me, you want to share me; if you share me, you haven't kept me. What am I? 

3. What can fill a room but takes up no space? 

4. What 4 letter word can be written forward and backward or upside down but still 
remains the same?

1.  Short
2.  Secret
3.  Light
4.  Noon

JUST FOR LAUGHS 



UNSCRAMBLE THE JUMBLED WORDS

Clue: The following words are related to studying/school
1.  Timovated 
2. Cusefoed
3. Nolewkdge 
4. Bucalavory
5. Qutionae
6. Culacaltion
7. Tivicreaty

1.   Motivated
2.  Focused
3.  Knowledge
4.  Vocabulary

5.  Equation
6.  Calculation
7.  Creativity

GUESS THE WORDS BASED ON EMOJIS
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH

Submitted by Aaksh Deep Sahu
Grade 8,  DSRISM



SCHOOL CORNER

I believe that as a teacher, your role in a student’s life goes 
beyond providing a great education. You are a leader, role 
model, coach, advisor, and facilitator of positive growth. 
Teachers must create a student better than him or her. So, I 
as a teacher would love to see my students as a better 
version of my reflection, giving me a sense of pride and 
satisfaction. It is a privilege to pen down my ideas of a model 
student. 

A model student's qualities extend beyond academics. They 
embody the values of integrity, collaboration, and a thirst for 
knowledge, leaving an indelible mark on the educational 
community. An ideal student embodies sincerity, discipline, 
and truthfulness in their pursuit of knowledge. They 
establish strong connections with teachers and peers, 
fostering a collaborative learning environment. Always 
eager to help, they offer support to their fellow students, 
creating a culture of mutual growth.

Their diligent work ethic and enthusiastic approach to 
challenges inspire those around them. They serve as a role 
model, exemplifying kindness, integrity, and respect. 
Proficient communication skills enable them to contribute 
effectively to discussions and projects. Radiating positivity, 
they approach life with an optimistic outlook. Their 
inquisitiveness fuels a lifelong love for learning, driving them 
to seek new knowledge and clarify doubts.

In essence, as Carl David Anderson aptly 
stated, “The ideal student would be one 
who was not working for grades but was 
working because he was interested in 
the work and not trying to compete with 
fellow students.”

Ms. Julie Shah 
English Teacher - Secondary Section 
DSRISM and DSRVM

Dream Big – Set Goals – Take Action 

CELEBRATING THE ILLUSTRIOUS BCG ALUMNI

Harsh Kachalia, Chartered Accountant
Batch of 2007

National-level Faculty for CA
(Chartered Accountants) and CS (Company Secretaries),

Visiting Faculty at WIRC
(Western India Regional Council of Institute) of

ICAI (Institute of Chartered Accountants of India).

Did you like our newsletter? Do send your feedback and share your stories of positivity in real life. 
Be a part of the movement to build a positive and a harmonious society. 

Write to us at lighthouse.bcg@gmail.com

My Idea Of A Model Student


